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MESSIANIC TIMES








all that they [theologians] said was completely correct and true.  They expressed a profound and authentic faith marked by a concern for truth.  Yet it was all completely falsified by the initial transition.  This is why the deviations were stronger than the truth that they retained.  Very soon they forgot the essential point; that God does not reveal by means of a philosophical system or moral code or metaphysical constructions.  He enters human history and accompanies his people.  The Hebrew Bible (even the wisdom books) is not a philosophical construction or a system of knowledge.  It is a series of stories that are not myths intended to veil or unveil objective abstract truths.  These stories are one history, the history of the people of God, the history of God’s agreements and disagreements with this people, 
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	In other words, philosophía attempts to reduce the world we experience (including the reports of such experience in history) to a set of eternal principles or statements that are called the Truth.  This is precisely the project of the systematic theologian.  Theology is the philosophy of God.  And it exactly fits Paul’s concern.  The Bible is not a philosophy, nor is it a theology.  It is a story, a history of God with His people.  As history, it is not reducible to some set of statements or beliefs.  But theology is not concerned with the unique historical events of Scripture.  It seeks deeper meanings in systematized knowledge.  You might ask yourself why we engage in the project of theological knowledge.  Perhaps it is for reasons that are not so biblical after all.


	Listen to the words of Jacques Ellul:   “. . . once the transition was made from history to philosophy,. . .








 See to it that no one takes you captive by philosophy and empty deceit, according to human tradition, according to the elemental spirits of the world, and not according to Christ. 	 Colossians 2:8---ESV





	Philosophy – Paul warns us about the enticement of philosophy, but we seem to have completely ignored his alarm.  I don’t mean that we have been enticed by the world’s philosophical systems.  I mean that we have been seduced by theology which turns out to be nothing short of a reversal of the God of the Bible.  I mean that Christian believers have followed their champions  of the faith into religious beliefs; beliefs that are no more than the kind of philosophical systems Paul cautions us to avoid.  Before you jump up to refute such a claim, let’s examine the meaning of the Greek word philosophias.  Kittle defines this Greek term as “systematic efforts to understand the world, especially by sensory perception. The aim is to reduce phenomena to principles and hence to achieve knowledge of eternal and unmoved being. philosophía is both knowledge as a whole and the individual discipline.” � HYPERLINK "http://skipmoen.com/2012/05/" \l "_ftn1" �[1]�
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Proverbs 2


	At one time or another, we have all felt confused, uncertain, or misled. We can live victoriously and confidently only 
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Promises to those who seek wisdom.





	Those who earnestly seek heavenly wisdom, will never complain that they have lost their labour; and the freeness of the gift does not do away the necessity of our diligence, John 6:27 Let them seek, and they shall find it; let them ask, and it shall be given them.  Observe who are thus favoured. They are the righteous, 








Seek Spiritual Discernment








They are the righteous, on whom the image of God is renewed, which consists in righteousness. If we depend upon God, and seek to him for wisdom, he will enable us to keep 


the paths of judgment. (Pr 2:10-22)
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the history of loyalty and disobedience.  There is nothing else but history, temporal (not eternal) history, lay (not sacred) history, a history that tells us that God is with and for us, but that does not speak about God in himself, or provide any theory about God.  Like all human history, the Bible is a book that is full of questions but never gives any answers.”� HYPERLINK "http://skipmoen.com/2012/05/" \l "_ftn2" �[2]�
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� HYPERLINK "http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=proverbs%202&version=NASB" \l "en-NASB-16450" \t "_blank" \o "Go to Proverbs 2:16" �Proverbs 2:16� Lit strange woman


� HYPERLINK "http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=proverbs%202&version=NASB" \l "en-NASB-16452" \t "_blank" \o "Go to Proverbs 2:18" �Proverbs 2:18� Lit bows down


� HYPERLINK "http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=proverbs%202&version=NASB" \l "en-NASB-16452" \t "_blank" \o "Go to Proverbs 2:18" �Proverbs 2:18� Lit departed spirits


� HYPERLINK "http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=proverbs%202&version=NASB" \l "en-NASB-16455" \t "_blank" \o "Go to Proverbs 2:21" �Proverbs 2:21� Or dwell
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by possessing spiritual discernment -- ability to see life from God's perspective. We need His help to distinguish between right and wrong, good and best, truth and error.


	Each day we make many decisions--some trivial and others critical. The Lord doesn't want us to form judgments based on mere appearance or limited human reasoning. But with the world so full of deceptive information, how would we, on our own, know what to believe? God desires that we see the reality of each situation as He does. We can fully trust the Lord with our relationships as well. Since He knows every person's heart, the only way we can wisely interact with others is to be sensitive to the leading of the Spirit within us.


	Although God gives each of His children the capacity for spiritual discernment, many Christians are unaware of it. They stumble through life doing the best they can but fail to use this wonderful provision. Others don't think they need it. They make choices according to their own knowledge and reasoning, never giving the Lord a second thought. Unless we cooperate with God in the development of His wonderful gift of discernment, it will lie dormant within us.


	A discerning spirit begins with a humble, teachable attitude. If you've been handling decisions, situations, and relationships through your own wisdom, confess this to God. Then ask for His perspective and search His Word for direction. Your wisdom will grow, and discernment will protect you.


Proverbs 2 --- (NASB)


The Pursuit of Wisdom Brings Security


2 My son, if you will (� HYPERLINK "http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=proverbs%202&version=NASB" \l "cen-NASB-16435A" \t "_blank" \o "See cross-reference A" �A�)receive my words And (� HYPERLINK "http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=proverbs%202&version=NASB" \l "cen-NASB-16435B" \t "_blank" \o "See cross-reference B" �B�)treasure my commandments within you, 2 (� HYPERLINK "http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=proverbs%202&version=NASB" \l "cen-NASB-16436C" \t "_blank" \o "See cross-reference C" �C�)Make your ear attentive to wisdom, Incline your heart to 
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� HYPERLINK "http://skipmoen.com/2012/05/28/the-denial-of-revelation/" \o "Permanent Link to The Denial of Revelation" �The Denial of Revelation�| Author: � HYPERLINK "http://skipmoen.com/author/skip/" \o "Posts by Skip Moen" �Skip Moen� 
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	Isn’t this exactly what Paul would say as a Jewish rabbi?  Heschel tells us that to believe is to remember.  His remark reminds us that revelation is history, not theology.  His statement implies that we are to enter into a culture marked by a common history, a common storehouse of cultural memories that supply us with identity, meaning and practice.  Once we divorce ourselves from the historical continuity of the culture of God’s people, we are no longer in the stream of God’s actions.  We are no longer biblical believers.  We are theologians or philosophers, pursuing abstractions about God .  We are not adherents to the revelation of God.  When Christianity became a philosophy – a religion – it no longer was part of the history of God’s people.  It became something new on the earth – a system of thought divorced from the historical reality that spawned it. Today Christians no longer practice the culture of the God of the Bible.  They practice a new religion, a religion that was invented by the systems of Greek philosophy and their influence on the early Church fathers.


	Today Christians have a powerful philosophy, but they no longer have a biblical cultural identity.  The evidence is undeniable.  Just ask yourself if Christians follow the biblical calendar or keep the biblical commandments or practice the instructions of Torah.  Why do Christians separate themselves from this historical reality?  Because they now follow a system of thought that is alien to the scriptures. The Scriptures
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and witness of those who bear it. . . . If Christians are not conformed in their lives to their truth, there is no truth.  This is why the accusers of the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries were right to infer the falsity of revelation itself from the practice of the church.  This makes us see that in not being what Christ demands we render all revelation false, illusory, ideological, imaginary, and nonsalvific.  We are thus forced to be Christians or to recognize the falsity of what we believe.  This is undeniable proof of the need for correct practice.”� HYPERLINK "http://skipmoen.com/2012/05/" \l "_ftn1" �[1]�  In other words, “love” is the practice of our claims of believing, and for those who follow YHWH, that practice turns out to be specifically defined by Torah.  This means that Torah-less practice actually denies the revelation of the God of Israel.  Torah-less faith is biblically inconceivable since the God who instituted Torah is the God of the Bible.  Ellul is absolutely correct.  If we do not live the Scriptures, we deny the revelation of all the Scriptures.


It is obvious that Christianity does not practice Torah.  Theologians since 200AD have carefully and deliberately distanced themselves from the “Jewish” Torah.  But doesn’t that imply they have also distanced themselves from the God who reveals Himself in the history and practice of Israel?  Is it even reasonable to claim that Yeshua, Paul, James, John and Peter were not practicing the faithful observance of the revelation of God in Israel?  Would any of these men have claimed that the Tanakh is no longer valid?


This line of thought forces us to ask, “How did Christianity become so far removed from its own source that it denied Jewish practice?”  Until we answer that question, we have no right to claim to be biblically-based “Christians.”  When we answer that question we may discover that we have no reason to be separate from Messianic Judaism.








And if I have prophetic powers and understand all mysteries and all knowledge, and I have all faith, so as to remove mountains, but have not love, I am nothing.  


1 Corinthians 13:2---ESV


	Have not – How we agonize over this verse!  Paraded before the cringing audience in the pews, preachers hammer believers for their lack of “love.”  When we read Paul’s statement in quiet meditation, we come away convicted.  We are crushed under a standard that few if any can achieve.  Our world is filled with the pursuit of prophetic powers, of understanding mysteries, of bottling faith that moves mountains.  But love?  Oh no, that is too much to ask.  That, we are told, means sacrifice, denial, crucifixion.  How can Paul expect such behavior of simple men and women?


	There is an easy answer to the weight of this glory.  It is to move in the opposite direction.  It is to treat love as part and parcel with Christian morality.  How can we meet the standard?  All we need to do is reduce Paul’s exhortation to acting ethically, being a good person, treating our neighbor with occasional kindness, being “nice” to others.  That will do, won’t it?  After all, if we go the route of sacrifice, who will be left to run things?  If everyone becomes a humble servant, who will be in charge?  We may not have all knowledge, but that won’t matter if all that is 


	Both directions are wrong.  Neither relieves the tension.  Love cannot be a standard so high that no human can achieve it nor can it be a method so easy that no one can miss it.  When Paul uses the Greek echo me, he tells us that this “love” is conditional.  In order for it to be present, some conditions must be met.  Without those conditions, no matter what else is added or subtracted, “love” vanishes.  Jacques Ellul provides the insight that explains these conditions.  “No recognizable revelation exists apart from the life
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…control, about usurping power that rightfully belongs only to God by asserting that the Church now holds the words of life?  Is it any wonder that there is no Jewish systematic theology?
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� HYPERLINK "http://skipmoen.com/2012/05/" \l "_ftnref" �[1]� Kittel, G., Friedrich, G., & Bromiley, G. W. (1995). Theological Dictionary of the New Testament (1270). Grand Rapids, MI: W.B. Eerdmans.
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..become merely the jumping off point for religious theory.


	Who is the enemy here?  Isn’t it us?  Aren’t we the ones who, having been seduced by the power of analysis and the temptation of understanding, left the tribe and walked our own way?   Doesn’t that suggest that theology is about. . . 
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	James 3:9-18---[NASB]


9 With it we bless our Lord and Father, and with it we curse men, who have been made in the likeness of God; 10 from the same mouth come both blessing and cursing. My brethren, these things ought not to be this way. 11 Does a fountain send out from the same opening both [� HYPERLINK "http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/index.php?version=NASB&search=James+3:9-18" \l "fen-NASB-30331a" \t "_blank" \o "See footnote a" �a�] fresh and bitter water? 12 Can a fig tree, my brethren, produce olives, or a vine produce figs? Nor can salt water produce [� HYPERLINK "http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/index.php?version=NASB&search=James+3:9-18" \l "fen-NASB-30332b" \t "_blank" \o "See footnote b" �b�] fresh. 


	Wisdom from Above


 13 Who among you is wise and understanding? Let him show by his good behavior his deeds in the gentleness of wisdom. 14 But if you have bitter jealousy and [� HYPERLINK "http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/index.php?version=NASB&search=James+3:9-18" \l "fen-NASB-30334c" \t "_blank" \o "See footnote c" �c�]selfish ambition in your heart, do not be arrogant and so lie against the truth. 15 This wisdom is not that which comes down from above, but is earthly, [� HYPERLINK "http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/index.php?version=NASB&search=James+3:9-18" \l "fen-NASB-30335d" \t "_blank" \o "See footnote d" �d�]natural, demonic. 16 For where jealousy and [� HYPERLINK "http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/index.php?version=NASB&search=James+3:9-18" \l "fen-NASB-30336e" \t "_blank" \o "See footnote e" �e�]selfish ambition exist, [� HYPERLINK "http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/index.php?version=NASB&search=James+3:9-18" \l "fen-NASB-30336f" \t "_blank" \o "See footnote f" �f�]there is disorder and every evil thing. 17 But the wisdom from above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, [� HYPERLINK "http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/index.php?version=NASB&search=James+3:9-18" \l "fen-NASB-30337g" \t "_blank" \o "See footnote g" �g�]reasonable, full of mercy and good fruits, unwavering, without hypocrisy. 18 And the [� HYPERLINK "http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/index.php?version=NASB&search=James+3:9-18" \l "fen-NASB-30338h" \t "_blank" \o "See footnote h" �h�]seed whose fruit is righteousness is sown in peace [� HYPERLINK "http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/index.php?version=NASB&search=James+3:9-18" \l "fen-NASB-30338i" \t "_blank" \o "See footnote i" �i�]by those who make peace.


	Footnotes:


� HYPERLINK "http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/index.php?version=NASB&search=James+3:9-18" \l "en-NASB-30331" \t "_blank" \o "Go to James 3:11" �James 3:11� Lit sweet


� HYPERLINK "http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/index.php?version=NASB&search=James+3:9-18" \l "en-NASB-30332" \t "_blank" \o "Go to James 3:12" �James 3:12� V 11, note 1


� HYPERLINK "http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/index.php?version=NASB&search=James+3:9-18" \l "en-NASB-30334" \t "_blank" \o "Go to James 3:14" �James 3:14� Or strife


� HYPERLINK "http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/index.php?version=NASB&search=James+3:9-18" \l "en-NASB-30335" \t "_blank" \o "Go to James 3:15" �James 3:15� Or unspiritual


� HYPERLINK "http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/index.php?version=NASB&search=James+3:9-18" \l "en-NASB-30336" \t "_blank" \o "Go to James 3:16" �James 3:16� V 14, note 1


� HYPERLINK "http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/index.php?version=NASB&search=James+3:9-18" \l "en-NASB-30336" \t "_blank" \o "Go to James 3:16" �James 3:16� I.e. in that place


� HYPERLINK "http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/index.php?version=NASB&search=James+3:9-18" \l "en-NASB-30337" \t "_blank" \o "Go to James 3:17" �James 3:17� Or willing to yield


� HYPERLINK "http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/index.php?version=NASB&search=James+3:9-18" \l "en-NASB-30338" \t "_blank" \o "Go to James 3:18" �James 3:18� Lit fruit of righteousness


� HYPERLINK "http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/index.php?version=NASB&search=James+3:9-18" \l "en-NASB-30338" \t "_blank" \o "Go to James 3:18" �James 3:18� Or for





 


	








	In all our daily choices, we either "sow to the flesh" or "sow to the Spirit" (� HYPERLINK "http://www.intouch.org/magazine/daily-devotional" \t "_blank" �Gal. 6:8�). With our actions and thoughts, we plant seeds that affect what kind of person we're growing into and the level of impact our lives will have for God.


	"The flesh" is the part of us that wants to live and act independently of the Lord. As humans, all of us have to deal with the pull of this attitude; we don't lose it automatically when we're saved. However, the Holy Spirit frees us from slavery to the flesh. He begins to change us so we can turn from the deceptive lure of living for self and instead start to live according to the truth. The choices we make contribute to the process of transformation, and when they're in alignment with the Spirit's work, they plant good seed that results in even more new growth.


	When you're sowing to the Spirit, you're accepting God's truth into your mind and heart. Then you'll begin to experience eternal life, which comes from truly knowing the Lord (� HYPERLINK "http://www.intouch.org/magazine/daily-devotional" \t "_blank" �John 17:3�). The fruit of the Spirit grows naturally from these seeds of godly truth and influences every aspect of your life. When you feed your spirit with the things of God, you're going to become stronger, more Christ like, and more full of His life in your thoughts and actions.


	Are you feeding your spirit and the wellspring of your life, or are you feeding the part of you that wants to act independently of God? Do your choices sow seeds that are building you up, making you different, and letting streams of living water flow from you to nourish others (� HYPERLINK "http://www.intouch.org/magazine/daily-devotional" \t "_blank" �John 7:37-39�)?








Sowing to the Spirit     | � HYPERLINK "http://www.intouch.org/magazine/daily-devotional" \t "_blank" \o "James 3:9-18 - New American Standard Bible via Bible Gateway (new window)" �James 3:9-18�
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